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Sparganosis is an infection by a sparganum, the generic 

term tor the plerocercoid larva of a pseudophyllidean 

tapeworm of the species Spirometra. The adult tape- 

worms live in the intestines ot dog and cat. In the United 

States most ot the human cases are thought to be acquired 

by drinking water contaminated with the larval stage of 

the tapeworm. 

Because of the rarity of such cases we are reporting this 

case to familiarize the dermatologists with the  entity. 

Report of a Case 

A 65-year-old man presented to the clinic with a 1.5cm. 

immobile, painless, firm subcutaneous nodule on the 

right chest wall present tor unknown duration. The  ex- 
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cised lesion, clinically diagnosed as a lipoma. showed a 

worm in tibro-fatty tissue (Figs 1 and 2) on microscopic 

study. The worm had a solid, elongated body with a 

tegument and a parenchyma comprised of loose stroma. 

thin-walled excretory ducts, calcareous bodies, 

mesenchymal fibers and smooth muscle. The  

morphologic features suggested that the worm was a 

sparganum. 

Additional questioning revealed that the patient was 

born and raised in Southern Louisiana, where he had 

been living all his life. He denied eating raw fish, frog 

meat, or uncooked game meat. He denied ever putting 

raw meat or fish to open wound of his body. He never 

drank water from bayous. As to how he acquired the 

infection could not be  determined. 

A thorough examination failed to uncover any other 

lesion, especially in the skin. eyes, or brain. Although no 

laboratory evaluation of the blood was done before the 

excision of the lesion, an examination of a blood sample 
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