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M 78, back, partly ulcerated, 2.5 cm polypoid tumor 

An exophytic  (polypoid nodulocystic basal cell carcinoma Well demarcated deep border of the tumor 

Strong adenoid pattern 

Polypoid Basal cell carcinoma 
A rare variant of nodulocystic BCC 
 
A. Otherwise a typical nodular or nodulocystic BCC, occurring in the 
trunk, extremeties or head 
clinically presenting as a polypoid or pedunculated mass. 
B. Microscopically, the tumor is a non-infiltrative nodulocystic or 
nodular BCC with well circumscribed deep margin. 
C. It is a non-aggressive tumor, cured by adequate excision. 



A PERSONAL STORY ABOUT POLYPOID BASAL CELL CARCINOMA 
Deba P Sarma, MD 
Omaha 
  
About 85% of BCCs occur on the face, head & neck; others on the trunk or extremities. 
Clinicopathologically, 80% of BCCs are Nodulocystic type, presenting as a round, pearly, flesh-colored papule with telangiectases. 
Other types are:  (a) Infiltrative with poorly defined border, (b) Micronodular, usually non-ulcerated, yellow-white when stretched 
with well-defined border, (c) Morpheaform appearing as a white-yellow, waxy, slightly depressed sclerotic plaque, rarely ulcerated 
&(d) Superficial: Seen mostly on the upper trunk or shoulders; appearing as an erythematous, well-circumscribed patch or 
plaque. 
BCC, Fibroepithelioma of Pinkus type (Fibroepithelioma of Pinkus) is a rare indolent variant of BCC, mostly occurring on the 
trunk or extremities of male (40-60 yrs) appearing as a pedunculated or sessile nodule.  It has a distinct microscopic appearance 
showing long, thin, and branching strands of BCC anastomosing in fibrovascular stroma. 
 
 

Polypoid nodular or nodulocystic BCC is very rare. We reported such a case in 1985 (Love GL, Sarma DP (1985): Giant polypoid 
basal cell carcinoma. J Surg Oncol 28: 230-231. PMID: 3974249 [Pub Med – indexed for MEDLINE].  Interestingly, we have been 
credited as the authors of the first reported case of a polypoid basal cell carcinoma  “Polypoidal BCC is a rare presentation which 
was first reported in 1985 by Love et al.[1]” (Yadav S, Thami GP, Bhatnagar A, Gill S. POLYPOID BASAL CELL CARCINOMA 
MASQUERADING AS PYOGENIC GRANULOMA. Indian Journal of Dermatology. 2010; 55(3):296-297). Clearly, these authors did 
not read our report carefully. 
We reviewed the English literature and found three such cases of polypoid BCC reported in 1977 by Curry et al (Curry MC, 
Montgomery H, and Winkelmann RK. Giant basal cell carcinoma. Arch Dermatol. 1977 Mar; 113(3):316-9.PMID:843097) and 
described in our article.  We definitely were not the first reporter of such a case.  
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In 1999, Megahed M describes a new clinicipathological variant of BCC called Polypoid BCC “Four patients with a new distinctive form, 
polypoid BCC, are described” (Megahed M. Polypoid basal cell carcinoma: a new clinicopathological variant.  Br J Dermatol. 1999 Apr; 
140(4):701-3.PMID:10233325). It’s true that  Curry MC et al  called the tumors  ‘Giant basal cell carcinoma in 1977 and we called  our 
case ‘Giant polypoid basal cell carcinoma’, we were describing ‘POLYPOID BCC’.  I believe that a thorough review of literature is a must 
when we are claiming a new entity. Some authors (Acta Derm Venereol. 2007; 87(3):282-3.Polypoid basal cell carcinoma as a new 
variant of basal cell carcinoma: three Korean cases. Choi JE, Ko NY, Seo SH, Kim SN, Kye YC, Ahn HH. PMID: 17533505) are calling 
Megahed as the author who identified this new entity called polypoid BCC “In 1999, Megahed first proposed a new clinicopathological 
entity of BCC, given the name polypoid BCC”.  Now you know that Megahed did not describe any new entity, rather he added  a few 
additional cases of ‘Polypoid  basal cell carcinoma’ to the other cases that were reported before. 
 
 
 
With this little background, let me give you the essential features of polypoid basal cell carcinoma. 
 
A. Otherwise a typical nodular or nodulocystic BCC, occurring in the trunk, extremities or head 

clinically presenting as a polypoid or pedunculated mass. 
 
B. Microscopically, the tumor is a non-infiltrative nodulocystic or nodular BCC with well circumscribed deep margin. 
C. It is a non-aggressive tumor, cured by adequate excision. 
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